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UNITED STATES. 



Ship Island Quarantine Station — Beport of the special committee of the 
/Senate appointed to investigate and report upon the advisability of the 
removal of the station. 

[February 28, 1898. — Ordered to be printed.] 

Mr. Vest, from the Committee on Public Health and National Quar- 
antine, submitted the following report to accompany Senate Ees. No. 
233: 

The Committee on Public Health and National Quarantine, which was instructed by 
a resolution of the Senate adopted on January 20, 1898, "to investigate and report 
whether it is advisable that the quarantine station be removed from Ship Island to 
some other point in the Gulf of Mexico, and that said committee shall have power to 
prosecute its inquiries through a subcommittee, which may sit during the sessions of 
the Senate at such times and places as may be thought necessary, with power to send 
for persons and papers and to employ a stenographer," reports as follows : 

In pursuance of the authority given by the foregoing resolution, a subcommittee, 
consisting of Senators Vest, Gallinger, McEnery, and Mallory, met at Biloxi, on the 
Gulf coast, February 10, 1898, and invited all persons to testify before them who had 
any knowledge of the matters set forth in the resolution. 

A large number of witnesses, coming from all ranks and avocations of life in the 
town of Biloxi and its vicinity, testified before the committee, and without an excep- 
tion their testimony was to the effect that the quarantine station now located on Ship 
Island should not be removed. 

The contention on the part of those who advocated the removal of the station is that 
the appearance of yellow fever on the Gulf coast in the summer of 1897 was due to the 
proximity of said quarantine station on Ship Island to the mainland, but no witness 
testified to any fact showing this statement to be true. On the other hand, all the 
witnesses testified that the yellow fever had not come from Ship Island to the mainland 
in 1897, and that the quarantine regulations at the station had been rigidly and care- 
fully enforced. 

The committee found from the coast chart and the evidence before it that the nearest 
point on Ship Island to the coast was distant about 10 miles, and that every precaution 
possible had been taken by the officials at the station to prevent any communication 
between vessels in quarantine and the mainland. It was shown beyond question that 
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the harbor at Ship Island was the largest and best upon the coast, being sufficient to 
accommodate any number of vessels that might be brought there. 

Chandeleur Island, which was urged as a better locality for the station than Ship 
Island, is located 12 miles farther out in the Gulf than Ship Island, and is simply a 
sand bank, without vegetation and exposed to the fury of the storms which prevail 
during certain seasons of the year in the Gulf of Mexico. 

By act of Congress approved March 5, 1888, the quarantine station was located upon 
Chandeleur Island, but the buildings were totally destroyed by a storm some time after- 
wards, four lives being lost, and there remains now upon the island only the light 
house, which is placed upon iron piles, the largest part of the island being subject to 
overflow during storms and gales. 

The committee came unanimously to the conclusion that it was out of the question 
to contemplate the location of the station upon Chandeleur Island. 

The next location suggested as a suitable one for the quarantine station was Petit 
Bois Island, situated some 15 miles east of Ship Island and between 7 and 8 miles from 
the mainland. The harbor is a good one, but not so large as that at Ship Island; and 
in view of the fact that Petit Bois Island is nearer to the coast than Ship Island, the 
committee came to the conclusion that if there was anything in the objection to Ship 
Island on account of its proximity to the mainland, the same objection applied with 
greater force to Petit Bois Island. 

The only other island named as a more suitable one for the station than Ship Island 
was Cat Island, situated some miles west of Ship Island and about 7 miles distant from 
the coast. What has been said in regard to Petit Bois Island as to its distance from the 
mainland applies with equal force to Cat Island, and in addition the evidence showed 
that the harbor and anchorage at Cat Island were in no respect equal to those at Ship 
Island. 

After hearing the evidence the committee came to the conclusion that it was not 
expedient to abandon the buildings and other improvements upon Ship Island, made at 
considerable expense by the Government, for the purpose of removing the quarantine 
station from that island to any of those hereinbefore named. 

It may not be improper to state that, immediately prior to the visit of the subcom- 
mittee to Biloxi, a committee appointed by the State authorities of Mississippi had 
visited Ship Island and the other islands named, and after hearing testimony for some 
days reported to the governor of Mississippi that the quarantine station on Ship Island 
was not a menace to the health of the people upon the mainland ; that the yellow fever 
had not come through said station to the coast in 1897 ; and that the charges made 
against the officials at Ship Island, of inefficiency and negligence in the discharge of 
their duties, were unfounded. 

The committee submits herewith the testimony taken by them at Biloxi, and asks 
that they be discharged from the further consideration of the matter submitted by the 
resolution of the Senate. 



[.Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

[Telegram.] 

Fair Oaks, Ark., March 1, 1898. 
Five cases, 1 convalescent ; there are not more than 50 people in this 
settlement; some few have been exposed. First case from Mexico, 
February 7. All the cases are in 1 family, in 1 house, 1 mile from 
settlement ; they are without medical attention. Eecommend employ- 
ment of physician at reasonable rate to care for sick, Government fur- 
nishing disinfection from Memphis ; no drug store nearer than 14 miles, 
at Wynne, where the convalescent went yesterday and returned. I will 
vaccinate everyone permitting it, to-morrow. Would also recommend 
weekly inspection of situation by medical officer at Memphis, to whom 
the physicial should report. Wire instructions. 

Stewart, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



